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TONIGHT’S MEETING
Venue:

Inlet Hotel 6:30pm

Chairman:

Judy Robertson

Sergeant @ Arms: Bruce Mitchell.
Program:

A presentation by Dr. David Solomon AM PhD DScFAA
FTSE, the developer of Australia’s polymer
banknotes.

Fellowship:

6:15 for a 6:30 start. Come early and enjoy
fellowship with the Inverloch Rotarians.

LOOKING AHEAD
DATE

PROGRAM

Wed 30th April

Meal and Movie at Carinos
and Leongatha Cinema,

Partners &
Guests

Wed 7th May

Hon. Alistair Nicholson AO,

Partners &

QC

Friday 16th May

Rotary Dinner Auction

Guests
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LAST MEETING:

Wednesday 16th April 2008

Venue:

Inlet Hotel, Inverloch.

Sergeant @ Arms

Marilyn Warren

Chairman:

Ian Monro

Program:

Club night with viewing of Rotary
International Videos. Unfortunately just
as the subject of “how not to stress out
about being a Club President for the year”
approached a comical climax,
technology let us down again. Anyway
we got the message:

“Don’t stress - enjoy! ”
Would we all pass it on to Ross please.

Apologies :

Gerry Lonergan, Paul Everitt, Ivan Fell,
Ken Lehmann, Bruce Mitchell, Ray
Peters, John Peterson, Graeme
Robertson, Ross Wise, Patrick Barry,
Isabella McLean.

Attendance :

8 out of 19 for 42%

Heads and Tails:
Guests:

Ongoing Reminders:

unknown
nil

Ian needs more suggestions for Guest
Speakers.
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Dinner Auction: Rotarians urgently
need to complete their approaches to
donors. Auction is on Friday May 16th.
Operation “UPLIFT FIJI”: All used
bras can be dropped off at Stockdale
& Leggo, The bigger the better. Ross
Wise has offered to be “Quality
control inspector”
Bowelscan: Please complete test kit
promptly and deliver to Judy &
Graeme’s place in Venus Street, Put
them in a special container on their
front porch.

Youth Exchange 50 year Reunion Dinner:
Date: Saturday 31st May, 7:00 for 7:30 pm.
At the Italian- Australian Club, Morwell,
Pre- dinner snacks and a 2- course meal for $35.00 pp.
Drinks bar prices.
Whould all members try to locate all past exchange
students of our Club and invite them, along with any
Host parents, counsellors and Rotarians RSVP 2nd May
“with payment”
Condolences to:

Ivan Fell and family on the passing of his brother Bob.
Ken Fisher and family on the passing of Ken’s mother
Jean.

Congratulations:

none listed for this week.

Kenyan peace fellow aspires to protect human security
By Dan Nixon
Rotary International News 18 April 2008
-

Joseph Hongo of Kenya has long envisioned “a new world order shaped not by military and
political might but tolerance and mutual understanding, where issues of human security and
development take center stage.”
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He says his Rotary World Peace Fellowship to study at the University of Queensland in
Australia, beginning in February 2009, echoes that ideal. Moreover, he believes the
fellowship, sponsored by the Rotary Club of Mombasa, Kenya, and District 9200 in East
Africa, will help him achieve his career goal: “to play a lead role in bridging the policy gap
between community and government, policymakers, and other actors in the promotion of
human security and economic development.”
Hongo’s “modest background,” as he calls it, has driven him to work hard. Though he is
the ninth of 10 children, seven of his siblings died before he was born, and he suffered the
loss of his father, a fisherman, and his mother at an early age.
“I regarded myself a child of the community,” he says, referring to his upbringing by
different relatives. “[They] provided me with the opportunity to live in various parts of the
country,” instilling an appreciation of other languages and cultures.
In 2002, Hongo graduated with honors from Kenyatta University. The next year, as an
intern with Kenya’s National Assembly, he traveled to remote parts of the country, meeting
with citizens and assessing the implementation of the nation’s free primary education
policy. He also helped analyze conflicts in rural communities and develop appropriate
policies and mitigation measures.
As a program assistant with the Great Lakes Parliamentary Forum on Peace since 2004,
Hongo has participated in several peace-building initiatives, he says, including interethnic
conflict in Rwanda and Burundi, resource-based conflict in the Democratic Republic of the
Congo, the small arms problem in northern Kenya and southern Sudan, and displacement
and refugee problems in northern Uganda, Kenya, Zambia, and Tanzania. His objective in
each case has been to link the affected communities with policymakers to lessen conflict.

Joseph Hongo (left) assesses the causes of conflict in Kenya’s Pokot District during a 2005 fact-finding mission.

“One of my most memorable experiences was observing the peace negotiation between the
government of Uganda and Lord’s Resistance Army rebels in Juba, southern Sudan, in
2006,” he says. “I held talks with the rebels, where I implored them to abandon war and
realize the value of human security.”
In February. Hongo traveled to assess the situation in Kenya’s north Rift Valley. which was
plagued by violence after the national elections in December.
Though many are hoping for a positive outcome from the mediation process led by former
United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan, “Kenyans must take individual
responsibility in promoting that peace and justice they are calling for,” he says. “It may
sometimes involve the sacrifice of certain interests, but eventually all Kenyans will enjoy
the fruits of their hard work for generations to come.”
Rotary.org: News
© Copyright 2008 Rotary International

The Bulletin, Vol. 22, No. 43

Page 5.

